
CARING FOR YOUR NEW HOUSE PLANT

Codiaeum
Also known as Croton Plant, 

Joseph’s Coat

LIKES
• This plant like decent light levels - In general, the more variegated and colourful 

the croton plant, the more light it will need. Direct sunlight may bleach the leaves 
but a nice bright spot in a room with good light will be perfect.

IDEAL ROOMS
• A nice bright space in a kitchen or bathroom is good because they are naturally 

humid which this plant likes. If the croton begins losing its bright colour and the 
plant sends up mostly green leaves, it’s a sign that it requires more sunlight.

TIPS
• WHEN WATERING ANY PLANT IT IS BEST TO SOAK THE SOIL GENEROUSLY AN LEAVE FOR 

HALF AN HOUR BEFORE TIPPING AWAY THE EXCESS WATER THAT COLLECTS IN THE POT.
• Like many houseplants, caring for a croton involves proper watering and humidity. 

Because it is a tropical plant, it does benefit from high humidity, so placing it on a pebble 
tray or regular misting will help keep it looking its best.

• Croton growing in containers should only be watered only when the top of the soil is dry 
to the touch. Then, they should be watered until the water flows out the bottom of the 
container.

• Keep the leaves clean by gently wiping them with a damp cloth.
• Apply a general-purpose fertiliser at half the recommended strength once a month 

during the plant’s period of active growth in the spring and summer.
• Croton plants do not like to be moved, and sometimes they can quickly go into shock 

which results in leaf loss. Therefore, it’s best to avoid moving the plant as much as 
possible once it is in its suitable place. In situations where moving the plant is 
unavoidable (such as when you buy one), don’t panic at the leaf loss. Simply maintain 
proper care and the plant will regrow its leaves within a short period of time, after which, 
it will prove to be a resilient houseplant.

For any other information relating to your houseplant please email frances@plantlife-design.co.uk
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